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Prelude – Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  Kimberly Martinez & Jeremy Carlisle 

Words: Robert Robinson                  Music: John Wyeth 

 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

sung by flaming tongues above; 

praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 

mount of thy redeeming love! 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; 

Here by thy great help I’ve come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wandering from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, 

interposed His precious blood. 

 

Oh to grace how great a debtor 

daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee. 

 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart; O take and seal it; 

seal it for thy courts above.

 

Welcome                 Rev. Katrina Forman                                                                                        

 

*Call to Worship  

One: God of the prophets, call to us today 

All: Call us into Your ways of love, justice and righteousness. 
One: God of the poets, remind us again how much You love us 

All: Sing to us Your ways of love, justice and righteousness. 
One: God of the disciples, teach us how to follow You 

All: Teach us Your ways of love, justice and righteousness. 
One: God of all creation, help us to know Your ways 

All:      We gather to hear Your call, 

            to sing Your praise, 

            to teach each other, 

            to pray and worship as the Body of Christ. 

 

*Opening Hymn (insert) – Let’s Walk Together                                                     WELCOME  

Words: Laurie Zelman                                             Music: Mark A. Miller  

You are invited to join in the liturgy in bold type. 

 

Children through elementary school are invited to a “one room schoolhouse” during 

worship over the summer following the Message for All Ages. 



 



 



Prayer of Transformation (unison) 

Holy God, you have set us on the path of right relationship. Yet we acknowledge that we 

have sometimes strayed and fallen short in what we have done and left undone. Help us to 

reorient ourselves towards your love. Help us to love our neighbors without exception. 

Help us to love ourselves as you love us. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Grace 

 

Passing the Peace 
 

Scripture – Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43                                                                 Amy Hohn 

      

Message for All Ages                      BJ Carter 

 

Sermon                                                   Rev. Katrina Forman                                                                                   

*Hymn NCH #425 – For the Fruit of All Creation AR HYD Y NOS 

Words: Fred Pratt Green  Music: Welsh traditional 

 

Prayers of the People                

 

Joys and Concerns

John Kennedy 

Bill Lutz 

Kim Reissig 

Dori Lawson 

Alba 

Young Mo Koh 

Patrice McKenzie 

Joan and Bill Icklan 

Family of Amy Hohn

Pastoral Prayer   

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our {name for God}, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 

will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen.  

 

Offertory               

                    

 

Music for Meditation – An Offering  Kimberly Martinez & Jeremy Carlisle 

Words: Eileen Berry  Music: Dan Forrest 

 

 

 

 



O Christ, Who spared not any cost, 

Nor any grace withheld, 

But poured forth Your redeeming blood 

In love unparalleled; 

What would you have me offer, Lord? 

What must I count as loss 

That I may taste the fellowship 

That brings me near Your cross? 

 

Why should I cling to gifts You give? 

Why grasp in foolish pride 

What You who gave Yourself for me 

Now bid me lay aside? 

To know You is my highest gain 

Worth any sacrifice, 

A treasure worthy to possess 

At any earthly price. 

 

Yet if behind my open hands, 

My heart shrinks from the cost, 

Teach me that nothing offered You 

Is ever truly lost. 

A hundredfold reward awaits 

In one glimpse of Your face, 

My sacrifice forgotten 

In the riches of Your grace.

 

 *Response NCH 562 – Take My Gifts (vs. 3)                           TALAVERA TERRACE 

 Words: Shirley Erena Murray                                                                Music: Colin Gibson 

Take whatever I can offer – gifts that I have yet to find, 

Skills that I am slow to sharpen, talents of the hand and mind, 

Things made beautiful for others in the place where I must be: 

Take my gifts and let me love you, God who first of all loved me. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  

 

Announcements 

 

*Closing Hymn NCH #23 –  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy IN BABILONE 

Words: Frederick William Faber  Music: Dutch traditional

 

*Benediction            

 

Postlude – Pie Jesu  Kimberly Martinez & Jeremy Carlisle 

     Music: Gabriel Fauré 

Pie Jesu Domine, dona eis requiem.  

Pie Jesu Domine, dona eis sempiternam 

requiem. 

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant them rest. 

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant them eternal  

rest.

*** 

Bulletin Cover Art:  

Zeshin, Shibata. Butterfly and Wild Rose, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 

Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN 

Thank You for joining us for worship this morning. Please sign a welcome card if you are 

visiting and put it in the offering plate, or scan the QR code on the back of the pew to submit a 

welcome card electronically. Please stay for coffee hour in the Assembly Room immediately 

following the service. 



Thank You to the Sunday Welcome Team. 

Sound Operator: Joe Cristiani   Livestream Video: Nkenge Jones 

  

Staff Time Away: Rev. Leah will be out of the office on the HS Youth trip July 19-25. 

Kim Crabtree is out of the office through July 24. 

 

Wednesday, July 22, at 6pm, Women’s Dinner and a Movie "Eleanor the Great" 

A summer tradition, join the women in the Assembly Room for a fried chicken, summer salad 

dinner, and desserts. The cost will be $10.00 per person. Please RSVP to Karen Ermler at 

karen.ermler@gmail.com to reserve a place for the dinner and the movie. Guests are welcome. 

 

Join The Montclair Community Read: “The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone 

and How We Can Prosper Together” by Heather McGhee 

The book traces the history of how some communities, when faced with integration, chose 

instead to defund, eliminate, and ultimately privatize public goods such as public swimming 

pools. But there is a better, more hope-filled way: to grow the pie to benefit everyone and 

collect the Solidarity Dividend. Contact Ina Isobe at ina.isobe@gmail.com for a free copy of 

the book. 

 

A New Church Database and Giving Platform 

The green “Donate” button located on the top right of Union’s website (www.unioncong.org) 

now points to Tithe.ly instead of Aplos. Our new Tithe.ly giving platform is now available for 

pledge payments, contributions, event/retreat payments, and more. Similar to Aplos, Tithe.ly 

will enable you to make payments online via credit card or ACH and designate what the gift or 

payment is for.  

 

When you make your first donation or payment, you will have the option to create a new 

Tithe.ly donor account by clicking on the “Sign Up” link located in the top right of the new 

donation form. By creating an account, you will be able to create or manage recurring gifts, 

review your giving history, and save a payment method. If you need assistance or have 

questions, please reach out to Jon Thomsen, Executive Director, at jthomsen@unioncong.org 

or 973-744-7424

Weekly Events: 

Tuesday Bible Study is on a summer hiatus 
  

Wednesday, July 22 

10:30am Gentle Yoga (Guild Room or Zoom, contact the church office for location) 
 

Union Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
An LGBTQ+ Open and Affirming Congregation 

176 Cooper Avenue, Montclair, New Jersey 07043 

973-744-7424      contact@unioncong.org      www.unioncong.org 
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