
 

      

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 

August 2, 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prelude – Hymn Medley             arr. Christine D. Anderson 

HYFRYDOL, CRUSADER’S HYMN, & DUKE STREET 

Jeremy Whitener, John David Whitener & Laurie Walle

 

Welcome          Rev. Leah McCullough 

  

*Call to Worship

One: Children of God: welcome! 

All: Welcome to this place of love and grace, 
One: Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance. 

All: God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community, 
One: God invites all of us to share in the good news: 

All: We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we are. 
One: In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God. 

   

*Opening Hymn (insert) - No Matter (vs. 1-3)                      Words & Music: Roger P. Miller 

 

You are invited to join in the liturgy in bold type. 

 

Children through elementary school are invited to a “one room schoolhouse” during 

worship over the summer following the Message for All Ages. 



 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

Communion 

Invitation 

One: Jesus said: I am the bread of life.  You who come to me shall not hunger; you who 

believe in me shall never thirst.  

Many: In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to 

know the risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread.  

 

Communion Prayer  

One: God be with you.  

Many: And also with you.  

One: Lift up your hearts.  

Many: We lift them to God.  

One: Let us give thanks to God Most High.  

Many: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

One: Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the earth, giving breath to every living 

thing, we thank you for all the gifts of creation and for the gift of life itself . . . With all the 

prophets, martyrs, and saints, and all the company of heaven we glorify you:  

 



Many: Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your 

glory, O God Most High.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!  

Hosanna in the highest!  

 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

We use gluten free bread and grape juice. An usher will invite you forward, 

or you can let them know you’d like to be served in your seat. We practice 

communion by intinction – please take a piece of bread and dip it in the juice. 

ALL are welcome at God’s table. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison) 

 

Holy One, thank you for this sacred meal and for the gift of belonging to one 

another in Christ. As we leave this table, fill us with courage to love generously, 

serve faithfully, and help build your beloved community. Amen. 

 

Children are invited to Sunday School after communion. 

 

Scripture Readings    Luke 9:49-56                                                                 Jeremy Whitener 

             John 17:20–23  

  

Sermon   “We are because of one another”                                 Jade Holmgren 

   

*Hymn (insert) - Draw the Circle Wide 

Words: Gordon Light                                                                                  Music: Mark A. Miller 

 



 

 
 

 



Prayers of the People             Rev. Leah McCullough       

 

Joys and Concerns

John Kennedy 

Bill Lutz 

Kim Reissig 

Dori Lawson 

Alba 

Young Mo Koh 

Patrice McKenzie 

Joan and Bill Icklan 

Family of Amy Hohn

Pastoral Prayer   

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our {name for God}, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 

will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen.  

 

Offertory   

 

Music for Meditation – The Gift of Love                                                     arr. Hal H. Hopson 

 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

and have the gift to all inspire, 

and have not love, my words are vain, 

as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

  

Though I may give all I possess, 

and striving so my love profess, 

 

but not be giv'n by love within, 

the profit soon turns strangely thin. 

  

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 

our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide every deed; 

by this we worship and are freed. 

 

Jeremy Whitener, John David Whitener & Laurie Walle 

 

 *Response NCH 562 – Take My Gifts (vs. 3)                                   TALAVERA TERRACE 

 Words: Shirley Erena Murray                                                                  Music: Colin Gibson 

 

Take whatever I can offer – gifts that I have yet to find, 

Skills that I am slow to sharpen, talents of the hand and mind, 

Things made beautiful for others in the place where I must be: 

Take my gifts and let me love you, God who first of all loved me. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication  

 

*Closing Hymn (insert)– We Are One in the Spirit (vs. 1-3) 

Words & Music: Peter Scholtes 



 
 

*Benediction                                                             

 

Postlude – Imagine                                                                                                   John Lennon 

Laurie Walle 

 

*** 

 



Bulletin Cover Art: Sunday Worship at Peace Cathedral in Tbilisi, Georgia. Photo by Jade 

Holmgren 

Call to Worship and Prayer of Transformation Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, 

‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’.  Used with permission  
 
 

Thank you for your support of Union Congregational Church. You can 

donate online with the QR Code Here 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You for joining us for worship this morning. Please sign a welcome card if you are 

visiting and put it in the offering plate, or scan the QR code on the back of the pew to submit a 

welcome card electronically. Please stay for coffee hour in the Assembly Room immediately 

following the service. 

 

Thank You to the Sunday Welcome Team. 

 

Sound Operator: Joe Cristiani   Livestream Video: Nkenge Jones 

 

Today’s Preacher Jade Holmgren is a member of Union Cong. She holds two master’s 

degrees—an MBA in business administration and a master’s in theological studies. She served 

for three years as a missionary in Lithuania, teaching business ethics and finance while sharing 

Christian values with students from across Eastern Europe. A seasoned banking professional, 

she has worked as a corporate banker and risk manager at several leading international financial 

institutions. Her enduring passion is integrating faith with professional life and exploring how 

Christian teaching illuminates the moral foundations of the modern economy. She is currently 

pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree at Union Theological Seminary. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Rev. Katrina is away Aug 1-15. Please reach out to Rev. Leah for pastoral care. 

Kim Crabtree is temporarily on leave. Please reach out to Albert or Jon in her absence. 

 

Bobby Jo Valentine Concert Thursday August 27, 7pm in the Sanctuary 

An evening of songs and stories from Bobby Jo Valentine, a queer, progressive, faith-based 

modern folk singer/songwriter.  This concert is a meaningful way to embody and celebrate our 

Open and Affirming welcome and share it with the wider community through a night of good 

music for all! Tickets are available online (click the event on our church calendar) at a sliding 

scale $10-$30.  

 

Pews Available: As we make space for the creation of a “prayground” in the back corner of the 

sanctuary, four side pews are available. Please contact Albert by August 7. 

(afenskewilliams@unioncong.org) 

mailto:afenskewilliams@unioncong.org

