
 

      

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
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Prelude – My Shepherd Will Supply My Need​ ​      Stephen Oosting & Jeremy Carlisle 
Words: Isaac Watts​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                         Music: Virgil Thomson 
 
My Shepherd will supply 
my need, 
Jehovah is His name. 
In pastures fresh, He makes 
me feed 
Beside the living stream. 
He brings my wandering 
spirit back 
When I forsake His ways. 
He leads me, for His 
mercy's sake 
In paths of truth and grace. 

When I walk through the 
shades of death 
Thy presence is my stay. 
One word of Thy 
supporting breath 
Drives all my fears away. 
Thy hand, in sight of all my 
foes 
Doth still my table spread. 
My cup with blessings 
overflows, 
Thine oil anoints my head. 

The sure provisions of my 
God 
Attend me all my days. 
O may Thy house be my 
abode 
And all my work be praise. 
There would I find a settled 
rest, 
While others go and come. 
No more a stranger nor a 
guest, 
But like a child at home. 

 
Welcome ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              Rev. Leah McCullough​           
 
*Call to Worship  

One: Children of God: welcome!​
All: Welcome to this place of love and grace,​
One: Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance.​
All: God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community,​
One: God invites all of us to share in the good news:​
All: We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we are.​
One: In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God. 

​ ​  
*Opening Hymn (insert) - No Matter (vs. 1-3)​                       Words & Music: Roger P. Miller 

 



 
 

Prayer of Transformation ​ ​                         
One:​ Day or night, it is always the right time to come before God,​
All:​ For God already knows what lies in our hearts.​
One:​ Let us offer up our hopes yet unmet:​
All:​ For peace, for reconciliation, for grace.​
One:​ Let us offer up the wrongs we have done:​
All:​ Our greed, our apathy, our meanness.​
One:​ Let us offer up the good we have left undone:​
All:​ Forgiving another, offering mercy, choosing compassion.​
One:​ And in silence, let us offer God the whole of our hearts. 

 
Moment of Silence and Assurance of Grace 



Passing the Peace 
 
Scripture –Exodus 3:1-4, 10-15; Luke 18:15-19                                                      ​Rick Wright 
​ ​ ​    
Message for All Ages​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                          BJ Carter 
 
Sermon – Good is God?​​ ​                                                         Carlos Valdes-Dapena​ 
 
*Hymn #11 – Bring Many Names (vs. 1-3, 6)​ ​ ​                             WESTCHASE 
Words: Brian Wren                                                                                       Music: Carlton Young 

 



Prayers of the People​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Rev. Leah McCullough​
​ ​         
Joys and Concerns 
John Kennedy 
Bill Lutz 
Kim Reissig 

Dori Lawson 
Alba 
Young Mo Koh 

Patrice McKenzie 
Joan and Bill Icklan 

 
Pastoral Prayer​ ​  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Our {name for God}, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.  
 
Offertory ​ ​  

Blessing the Youth Service Trip Participants to Freedom Farm Community​ ​   
             
Music for Meditation – Instruments of Your Peace​ ​ ​ ​  
Words: adapted from St. Francis​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Music: Stephen Oosting 
 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
Where there is injury, pardon. 
Where there is doubt, faith. 
Where there is despair, hope. 
Where there is darkness, light. 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
 

Oh, Source of our Being. 
Grant that we may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console. 
For it is in giving that we receive. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal 
life. 

Diane Bentley; Jacob Kaminsky; Rose & Stephen Oosting; Rorie Sherman; 
Janet Valdes-Dapena; Jeremy & John David Whitener; and Jeremy Carlisle 

​  
*Response NCH 562 – Take My Gifts (vs. 3)                                          TALAVERA TERRACE 
​ Words: Shirley Erena Murray                                                                   Music: Colin Gibson 

Take whatever I can offer – gifts that I have yet to find, 
Skills that I am slow to sharpen, talents of the hand and mind, 
Things made beautiful for others in the place where I must be: 
Take my gifts and let me love you, God who first of all loved me. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  

 
*Closing Hymn #82 – Go, My Children, with My Blessing​ AR HYD Y NOS 
Words: Jaroslav Vajda​                                                                 Music: Traditional Welsh melody 



 
*Benediction​                      ​                         Carlos Valdes-Dapena   
 
Postlude                                                                                                                  Jeremy Carlisle 

*** 
Bulletin Cover Art: David Kurani – The Burning Bush (2013) 
 
Call to Worship and Prayer of Transformation Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold 
Fast to What Is Good’.  Used with permission. 
 



Thank You for joining us for worship this morning. Please sign a welcome card if you are 
visiting and put it in the offering plate, or scan the QR code on the back of the pew to submit a 
welcome card electronically. Please stay for coffee hour in the Assembly Room immediately 
following the service. 
 
Thank You to the Sunday Welcome Team. 
 
Sound Operator: Joe Cristiani​​ ​                            Livestream Video: Nkenge Jones 
 
Today’s Preacher Carlos Valdes-Dapena and his wife Janet are UCC members. They first 
joined the church in 1997 when their two daughters were 7 years old and 6 months, respectively. 
In 2009 they moved to northern VA, but when they returned to this area in 2019. Carlos and 
Janet immediately became active in UCC again, joining the choir. Carlos went on to become 
involved in the church’s strategy development process and then accepted the role of Vice 
Moderator of the Governing Board. Both Janet and Carlos are also active in the UCC Players 
and other ministries within the church. Outside of church Carlos is a keynote speaker, author, 
and organization development professional with over 30 years of experience supporting 
organizations large and small.  He has written two books on teamwork: "Lessons from Mars: 
How One Global Company Cracked the Code on High Performance Collaboration and 
Teamwork" and “Virtual Teams: Holding the Center When You Can’t Meet Face-to-Face.” He 
is a certified yoga instructor as well as a bluegrass musician and a shade tree mechanic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Staff Updates 

●​ Kim Crabtree is currently out of the office on leave. Please contact John David Whitener 
in regard to the weekly emails, bulletins, events, etc. For other matters, please reach out 
to Albert Fenske-Williams or Jon Thomsen. You can also call the church office at 
973-744-7424. 

●​ Rev. Katrina will be away August 24-31. Please contact Rev. Leah for pastoral care. 
●​ Rev. Leah will be away August 31-September 2. Please contact Rev. Katrina for pastoral 

care. 
 
Donations Needed: Reusable Grocery Bags 
The Center for Food Action in Englewood needs reusable grocery bags to distribute food to 
families facing food insecurity. Please leave the bags in the black milk carton on the table by the 
assembly room door. Vicki Paulson will collect. 



 
 
Weekly Announcement Submission Deadline 
Please submit announcements and other items for the weekly bulletin and newsletter by 
Tuesday at 5:00 PM. This gives our communications team time to prepare everything before the 
end of the week. We’ll make exceptions for time-sensitive or late-breaking updates when 
necessary. To keep the bulletin concise, announcements should generally be 2-3 sentences. We 
may edit submissions for length and clarity, with additional details included in the newsletter 
when appropriate. Thank you for helping us keep things running smoothly! 
 
Volunteers Needed for Coffee Hour 
Help us build community and welcome visitors by signing up to bring food for 
Coffee Hour! Bring whatever you'd like, with at least one gluten-free option 
when possible. Staff will handle coffee and cleanup; you just bring your food 
around 9:30 AM, help put it on plates, and take home or share any leftovers 
afterward. Scan the QR code to sign up.  
 
This Week at Union 

●​ Tuesday, September 1, 12:30-2:30 PM (Guild Room) – Bible Study 
●​ Wednesday, September 2 

o​ 10:30-11:30 AM (Guild Room) – Gentle Yoga 
o​ 12:00-2:00 PM (Guild Room) – Union Sages 

●​ Thursday, September 3, 6:00-8:00 PM (Assembly Room) – PALS  
●​ Friday, September 4 

o​ 7:00-8:30 PM (Guild Room) – Taiwan Travelogue: Book Discussion   
 
Youth and Parent/Guardian Meeting: TODAY, 11:15 AM in the Guild Room 
 
Taiwan Travelogue Discussion: Friday, September 4, 7:00-9:00 PM in the Guild Room 
Join an informal decolonizing discussion of Taiwan Travelogue. This 2026 
International Booker Prize-winning novel explores 1930s Japan-occupied Taiwan 
through a blend of romance and postcolonial fiction. Jade Holmgren will share 
insights on Taiwan and provide Taiwanese snacks, while Ina Isobe will offer 
perspectives on wartime Japan. Please RSVP using the QR code so we can 
prepare. 
 
Welcome Back Sunday is September 6! 
Join us for a festive worship service with Communion, Blessing of the 
Backpacks, and the Gathering of the Waters as we begin a new program year 
together. After worship, stay for a Sunday School parents' meeting, a bouncy 
house for the kids, and fellowship. Don’t forget to gather your water and tell us 
where it is from by scanning the QR code! 
 
 



 
 
UCC Music Program Updates 

●​ UCC Music Program Kick-Off: Saturday, September 12, 11:00 AM-1:00 PM: Join 
the Sanctuary Choir and/or the UCC Ringers at our Music Program Kickoff! Union’s 
music ensembles are open to all, regardless of musical experience or membership status. 
Contact John David (jwhitener@unioncong.org) or Jeremy Whitener 
(jeremy@unioncong.org) for more details! 

●​ UCC Music Staff Recital: Sunday, September 13, 2nd Hour: Join us for a special 
recital featuring section leaders Kristine Hart, Kimberly Martinez, and Bill Amory 
alongside Co-Directors of Music John David and Jeremy Whitener and Accompanist 
Jeremy Carlisle. Enjoy a selection of art songs and opera arias celebrating the musical 
gifts of our ministry leaders. 

 
Food, Faith, & Fun: Saturday, September 12, 5:30-7:30 PM 
Our first gathering is Tacos & Team Trivia. We’ll share a meal, enjoy a short 
time of worship and reflection, and then team up for a fun night of trivia. Scan 
the QR code to RSVP. 
 
Youth Faith Formation: 2nd and 4th Sundays, Sept 13 and 27 
Middle and High Schoolers: Grab a snack in the Assembly room then join us for faith 
formation. This is a time to hang out with other youth to check, in, to ask honest questions about 
faith and life, explore Scripture, engage issues of justice, and try new spiritual practices. 
 
Tuesday Bible Study Resumes: September 15, 12:30-2:30 PM in the Guild Room 
The Tuesday Daytime Bible Study Group meets weekly, offering opportunities to explore faith, 
the Bible, Christian history, Union Church, and societal concerns. Beginning September 15, the 
group will read and discuss The False White Gospel: Rejecting Christian Nationalism by Rev. 
Jim Wallis. Newcomers are welcome - come join the conversation! 
A New Approach to Our Sign-Up Fairs 
This fall, we’re spreading our Sign-Up Fairs across three months, giving each area of ministry a 
dedicated Sunday to help you learn more and find ways to get involved. Before each fair, we’ll 
share more about the committees and teams within that area. Our hope is to make it easier for 
everyone to find a place where their gifts, interests, and passions can contribute to the life of our 
church! 
•​ September 6 & 13: Worship, Music & Christian Education 
•​ October 4: Congregational Care & Connection 
•​ November 1: Justice & Community Engagement 
 
September Women’s Breakfast: Saturday, September 19, 9:00 AM 
Join us for our “Kick-Off” Women’s Breakfast, featuring Deborah Williams. Through 
photographs and personal stories, Deb will share highlights from her seven trips to India. 
Breakfast with gluten-free options will be served for $7. Guests are welcome! Please RSVP to 
Karen Ermler at karen.ermler@gmail.com. 

mailto:karen.ermler@gmail.com


 
 
Un Gusto de Cuba (A Taste of Cuba): Saturday, September 26, 5:00 PM  

●​ Join us for our next Heritage Hop dinner in the Assembly Room, featuring a meal 
inspired by Cuba and hosted by members of our congregation of Cuban descent. Enjoy a 
delicious meal while learning more about Cuban culture and traditions. $25 per person. 
Space is limited! Information about how to RSVP and submit payment coming soon. 

●​ The Heritage Hop series draws on memories of shared family meals and has featured 
traditions from Sicily, Ireland, Taiwan, Lithuania, and Pennsylvania Dutch. Have an idea 
for a future Heritage Hop? Let us know! 

 
Men’s Retreat: Friday, October 23–Sunday, October 25, at Crossroads Camp  
Join the men of Union for our annual retreat, “Wrestling with God: Faith, Struggle, and the 
Blessing We Don’t Expect,” led by Rev. Jeff Mansfield. Enjoy a weekend of reflection, 
conversation, recreation, and fellowship at Crossroads Camp in Port Murray, NJ. Scholarships 
are available - please contact Mike Spinella or Jon Thomsen. Information about how to RSVP 
and submit payment coming soon. 
 
Interested in Membership?  
Considering membership at Union or curious to learn more? Join us Sunday, September 27, 
after worship for an information session about our church, denomination, governance, 
opportunities to get involved, and expectations of membership. There will also be time for 
questions and conversation. Can’t make it? Contact Rev. Katrina to find another time to 
connect. 
 


