
 

      

Ninteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
October 4, 2026 
 
World Communion Sunday 

 

Drawing the Circle Wider Worship Series 
Each In Their Own Language: An Ethic of Openness 

​
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prelude – Come, Let Us Eat​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                  arr. Cathy Moklebust​ 
UCC Ringers 

 
*Songs of Praise 
Open My Eyes (Abre mis ojos)​                                                              
Words: Jesse Manibusan, trans. by Rufino Zaragoza                               Music: Jesse Manibusan 

 
 
Open the Eyes of My Heart  ​                        ​          Words & Music: Paul Baloche           

English: 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, 

Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you, I want to see you. 

 
To see you high and lifted up, 

Shining in the light of your glory. 
Pour out your power and love 

As we sing holy, holy, holy. 
 

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you. 

Spanish: 
Abre mis ojos, oh Cristo; 

Abre mis ojos te pido. 
Yo quiero verte, you quiero verte. 

 
Y contemplar tu majestad, 
Y el replandor de tu gloria. 
Derrama tu amor y poder 

Cuando cantamos: santo, santo. 
 

Santo, santo, santo; yo quiero verte. 



 
*Invitation ​ ​                            Steve Oosting and Pierce Switzer 
Leader 1:​ Here, in this place, the door is open. 
Leader 2: ​ The world gives us locks and fences, cages and shackles,    
Assembly:​ But here, we practice liberation. We belong to one another here.    
 
Leader 1:​ Here, in this place, the table is wide. 
Leader 2:​ These times make us scarce and clinging, protecting what we have for ourselves 
Assembly​ But here, we practice abundance. We belong to one another here.   
 
Leader 1: ​ Here, in this place, the hearts are open.  
Leader 2:​ The powers want to keep us separate and divided, fearful of one another 
Assembly:​ But here, we practice curiosity. We belong to one another here.  

 
Leader 1:​ Here, in this place, the circle is wide 
Leader 2:​ These days ask us to close our eyes and turn away 

overwhelmed by suffering and need 
Assembly:​ But here, we practice open-heartedness. We belong to one another here.   
 
Leader 1:​ So come, to this place, where the dreams are open. 
Leader 2:​ Come, to this place, where the love is wide. 
Leader 1:​ Come, to this table, where the spirits are open 
Leader 2:​ Come, to this table, where the Spirit is wide.  
Assembly:​ We come to this table,  

where the arms are open 
where the welcome is wide  

​ ​ We belong to one another here.   
 
*Opening Hymn (insert) – Open My Eyes, That I May See ​                           OPEN MY EYES 
                                                                                                        Words & Music: Clara H. Scott​ 



 
Welcome​                                        ​         Rev. Katrina Forman 
 
Telling the Story (Part 1)​                                             ​     Dr. Sharon Fennema 



Bringing Our Gifts – Neighbors in Need Offering                                     ​     Karen Whitehaus   
​ ​                                                               
Music for Meditation – Open Unto Me​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     Sanctuary Choir 
Words: Howard Thurman​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Music: Carol Browning 
Open unto me light for my 
darkness. 
Open unto me courage for 
my fear. 
Open unto me hope for my 
despair. 

Open unto me strength for 
my weakness. 
Open unto me wisdom for 
my doubt. 
Open unto me peace for my 
unrest. 

Open unto me joy for my 
sorrow. 
Open unto me forgiveness 
for my sins. 
Open unto me love for my 
hate. 

 
Open unto me, Lord, Thy self for myself. 

 
Communion 

Co-Creating our Communion Prayer 
 
Praise, Joys, Celebrations 
Spoken Response: “God receive our praise” 
Sung Response: Spirit, Open My Heart (x3)​                 WILD MOUNTAIN THYME 
Words: Ruth Duck ​ ​ ​ ​                        Music: Daniel Charles Damon 

 

 

 
Laments, Concerns, Requests 
Spoken Response: “God hear our prayers.” 
Sung Response 



We hold in our prayers… 
Ana Patricia Martinez 
Kim Crabtree 
Bill Lutz 
Dori and Bob Lawson 

Alba 
Young Mo Koh 
Patrice McKenzie 
Joan and Bill Icklan 

 
We give thanks for the life of Beverly, Lisa Blankenship’s mother, who passed away this 
week. We hold Lisa and the Family in our prayers. 
 
Blessing, Consecration, Dedication 
Sung Response 
 
Telling the Story (Part 2) 
 
Sharing the Meal 

 
Reflection​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        Rev. Katrina Forman 
 
*Song of Sending – We Belong to Each Other​  
Words: Nikita Gill​​ ​ ​                                                       Music: Annie Schlaefer 
 
*Benediction​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    ​ ​                                                          
Postlude – Nun Danket Alle Gott​ ​ arr. T. Cavuoti 

Jeremy Carlisle 
 

*** 
Bulletin Cover Art: World Communion Sunday (2024) 
 
Today’s service was designed and written by Dr. Sharon R. Fennema. Dr. Fennema is a 
facilitator, ritualist, activist, teacher, and writer whose work lives at the intersections of race, 
gender, sexuality, disability  and embodied spiritual practices.  She is passionate about 
empowering faith communities to become the justice and love we seek in the midst of the 
struggle for freedom. Dr. Fennema most recently served as the Curator and Storyteller for the 
Join the Movement toward Racial Justice initiative with the national setting of the United 
Church of Christ and previously was Assistant Professor of Worship and Director of Worship 
Life at the Pacific School of Religion. 
 
Thank You for joining us for worship this morning. Please sign a welcome card if you are 
visiting and put it in the offering plate, or scan the QR code on the back of the pew to submit a 
welcome card electronically. Please stay for coffee hour in the Assembly Room immediately 
following the service. 
 
Thank You to the Sunday Welcome Team. 



 
Sound Operator: Joe Cristiani​​ ​                            Livestream Video: Nkenge Jones 
 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Armen Khachaturian, in Kate’s memory. 
 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting    
  

Sunday, October 18, 2026, 11:00 am   
Meeting will take place in the Sanctuary and on Zoom immediately following worship   

    
Notice and Agenda   

   
●​ Mission Statement Introduction   
●​ Sanctuary Presentation and Discussion   
●​ Building Renewal Project and Funding Update   
●​ Capital Campaign Update   

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today After Worship  

●​ Youth & Children's Choir in the In-Between Room 
●​ Sanctuary Choir in the Sanctuary 
●​ 2nd Hour: Talk Back with Dr. Sharon Fennema in the Guild Room 

o​Hear more about the intentions behind the worship services in the series so far and 
reflect together on how these practices move us toward racial justice. All are 
welcome, including those who may be wrestling with these practices. 

●​ Sign-Up Fair: Congregational Care & Connection 
●​ Fall Fun Day at Camp Johnsonburg: 1:00-7:00 PM 

 
This Week at Union 

●​ Tuesday, October 6 
o​ 12:30-2:30 PM (Guild Room) –Bible Study 
o​ 7:00-8:30 PM (Guild Room) – The Sum of Us Book Discussion 
o​ 7:00-8:30 PM (Offsite) – Holy Hangout 

●​ Wednesday, October 7 
o​ 10:30-11:30 AM (Guild Room) – Gentle Yoga 
o​ 12:00-2:00 PM (Guild Room) – Union Sages 
o​ 7:00-8:00 PM (Sanctuary) – UCC Ringers  

●​ Thursday, October 8, 7:00-8:00 PM (Guild Room) – Pet Loss Support Group 
●​ Friday, October 9, 6:15-10:00 PM (Guild Room) – Union Cong Film Group: Strangers on 

a Train 
●​ Saturday, October 10, 5:30-7:30 PM (Assembly Room) – Food, Faith, Fun 

 
 



October Worship Highlights 
●​ October 11 – Blessing of the Animals (bring your pet or a photo of your pet) 

o​ 2nd Hour – Jade Holmgren & Roxanne Kent reflect on their trip to Tbilisi, 
Georgia, through the Peace Project 

●​ October 18 – Abbreviated service followed by a congregational meeting 
●​ October 25 – Reformation Sunday pulpit exchange featuring Rev. Jack Cuffari 

 
AAPI New Jersey Donation Drive: Extended Through October 15 
AAPI New Jersey is collecting donations to support families impacted by ICE. Requested items 
include baby formula, diapers (especially size 7), personal hygiene products, wipes, cleaning 
supplies, toys, grocery gift cards (preferably Walmart or other major retailers), shelf-stable 
foods, and umbrellas. Please drop off donations on the Assembly Room porch.  
 
Halloween Costume & Candy Drive: September 21–October 19 
Help bring Halloween joy to refugee children served by Church World Service (CWS) Jersey 
City! We’re collecting new or gently used children’s and teen costumes and unopened bags of 
candy for CWS’s annual Halloween celebration. Donation box is in the Assembly Room. 
 
The Sum of Us Book Discussion: Tuesday, October 6, 7:00–8:30 PM  
The Racial Justice Ministry Team discussion of The Sum of Us by Heather 
McGhee continues with a focus on Montclair and "polite racism," property 
values, and the reasons the township has three small swimming pools instead of 
one grand one. Tuesday, October 6 at 7:00 pm in the Guild Room. RSVP here, a 
light soup supper will be provided. Contact Ina Isobe at ina.isobe@gmail.com 
with any questions. 
 
Pet Loss Support Group: Thursday, October 8, 7:00 PM in the Guild Room 
The Pet Loss Support Group offers a compassionate space to share grief and find comfort with 
others who understand the loss of an animal companion. This new monthly group meets on the 
second Thursday and is facilitated by Animal Chaplain Vicki Lea Paulson. Bring a photo or 
memento if you wish. Please RSVP to chaplainvickilea@gmail.com or 973-619-3499. 
 
Strangers on a Train: Friday, October 9, 7:00 PM in the Guild Room 
The Union Church Film Group’s next film is Alfred Hitchcock’s Strangers on a Train (1951), a 
classic psychological thriller based on Patricia Highsmith’s novel. Join us at 6:15 PM for food 
and conversation before the screening. Bring your own food and beverage! The film runs 1 hour 
and 41 minutes and will be shown in black and white with subtitles. 
 
Food, Faith & Fun: Saturday, October 10, 5:30–7:30 PM 
Our second monthly gathering will include a shared meal, a short time of 
worship, and a chance to work together on the Montclair Community Time 
Capsule. Come enjoy good food, meaningful connection, and some fun across 
generations! More details to come. Scan here to RSVP. 
 



The Blessing of the Animals: Sunday, October 11 
Join us for our annual Blessing of the Animals, celebrating the special bonds we share with our 
animal companions. Bring your pets to receive a blessing, and bring a photo or memento of a 
beloved animal who has passed to place on the Legacy of Love bulletin board. Following the 
service, we’ll share a special presentation during Coffee Hour featuring photos of animal 
companions, past and present. If you’ve submitted photos in previous years, we’re happy to use 
them again unless you’d prefer to send new ones! Email photos to 
unioncongblessing@gmail.com by Tuesday, October 6, at 5:00 PM. 
 
Montclair Pride: Sunday, October 11, 12:00–4:00 PM at Lackawanna Station 
Montclair Pride will take place on Sunday, October 11, in conjunction with 
National Coming Out Day. Union will host a vendor table from 12:00–4:00 PM, 
and we’re looking for volunteers to help staff the table, welcome visitors, and 
represent Union in the community. Scan here to sign up. 
 
CUMAC Service Project (High School Only)  
Monday, October 12, 10:30 AM-1:30 PM 
CUMAC is “Feeding people. Changing lives.” Join us in helping them fulfill 
their mission by providing groceries to families in need. We’ll gather at the 
church. Scan here to sign up by Sunday, Oct. 4. When you register, Leah will 
send you a link to register directly with CUMAC. 
 
Youth Group Lock-in: Friday, October 16, 6:00 PM –  
Saturday, Oct. 17, at 8:00 AM 
Come join us for all night fun. We’ll begin with dinner on Friday and end with 
breakfast on Saturday morning. The night will be filled with food, a service 
project, games, worship, music, movies, plenty of fun and a little bit of sleep. 
Cost $25. Bring your sleeping bag and pillow. Scan here to RSVP!  
 
Women’s Breakfast: Saturday, October 17, 9:00 AM 
The October Women’s Breakfast will feature Vicki Lea Paulson, a lifelong animal lover who 
began her journey to animal chaplaincy as a teenager, working in her father’s veterinary 
practice. Vicki will share the story of her journey as an ordained Animal Chaplain. Breakfast 
with gluten-free options will be served for $7. Guests are welcome! Please RSVP to Karen 
Ermler at karen.ermler@gmail.com. 
 
Men’s Retreat: Friday, October 23–Sunday, October 25, at Crossroads Camp  
Join the men of Union for our annual retreat, “Wrestling with God: Faith, 
Struggle, and the Blessing We Don’t Expect,” led by Rev. Jeff Mansfield. 
Scholarships are available - please contact Mike Spinella or Jon Thomsen. Scan 
the QR code to register! 
 
 
 



Taize Service: Sunday, October 25, 6:30 PM 
Brothers from the Taizé community in France will be in New York and New 
Jersey to lead Taizé worship and retreats. We’ll join with others at Church of the 
Presentation in Upper Saddle River for this contemplative style of worship, 
practiced around the world and prayed in multiple languages. We’ll depart at 6:30 
PM and return at 9:00 PM. Sign up here by October 21. 
 
Youth Outing - Gotham FC vs Utah Women’s Soccer Game:  
Sunday, November 1, at 5:00 PM 
Come cheer for the home team with us! Cost $30. We’ll depart at 3:45 PM and 
return around 8:00 PM. Scan here to sign up by Oct. 9 so we can purchase 
tickets. 
 
 
 
 


